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JMU CHI ALPHA HITS
THE OUTER BANKS!
Chi Alpha beach week is known for having the best time
not only having fellowship around studying the Word but
getting the opportunity to go to the beach, souvenir and
boutique shops, and do tons of fun activities are known
for in the Outer Banks. Amber Marshall, Chi Alpha
member at Radford University, comments on XA beach
week experience “SICM was such a beautiful time…it was
life-changing! I’m so thankful for all of the growth and
lessons I learned. It was truly a blessing to have been
able to connect, get to know, and grow with such sweet
souls! You all have great beautiful heart’s for God, and I
cannot wait to see what all he has in store for the future
of Chi Alpha beach trips.”
After Chi Alpha student members finish their spring
semester, they will get the opportunity to start their
summer learning and growing in their relationship with
Christ alongside other student ambassadors. Campus
pastor Pete Bullette from University of Virginia Chi Alpha
comments on the XA beach week, “Think about this for a
second; the God of glory has a purpose for your life to
join Him in His mission. It doesn’t start in 10 years, it
starts now”. 
Chi Alpha Beach Week has been an occurring event since
the beginning of 1993. SICM (Student Institute of
Campus Ministry) started at Western Washington
University in Bellingham, Washington. However, Chi
Alpha got started officially in 1953 at Missouri State
University, where J. Calvin Holsinger led the first XA
group. From the late 1960s to the early 2010s, Chi Alpha
has been expanding and impacting college campuses
across the United States. 2014, Chi Alpha has organized
312 campuses led by over 700 campus ministry staff with
28,000 students involved in this student organization. 
Chi Alpha alumni direct chi Alpha at James Madison
University from the University of Virginia, Josh and Katie
Moran. Josh and Katie both attended the University of
Virginia. They joined Chi Alpha after they graduated in
2007 and 2008 to begin their careers as Chi Alpha
ambassadors to spread the news of Christ to college
campuses in Virginia. 
 

Personally, Katie Moran has been an inspiration because

she is my campus pastor and my cousin. Through the

years of working with Chi Alpha at both the University of

Virginia and at James Madison University, Josh and Katie

Moran have made an impact on not only my life but tons

of other college students in Virginia to proclaim their love

for the Lord and to reach out to others about Him.

JMU Chi Alpha core groups featuring college men and

women are having the opportunity to reach beyond

Harrisonburg, Virginia, and go to the Outer Banks in North

Carolina, where they can learn more and grow more in

their relationship with Christ. In Chi Alpha, core groups are

where a group of guys or girls meets to socialize and study

the bible. Core groups are a great way to get involved in

Chi Alpha. Tarin Avila, junior XA member, comments,

“Joining a core group has shown me that God

demonstrates his love through the people he places in our

lives. I’ve made life-long friendships through my core

group”. 

JMU Chi Alpha beach week requires students to register

for this event at their website at www.JMUXA.com where

students and parents can find more details on XA beach

week. 

Chi Alpha beach week is held in Outer Banks, North

Carolina, where students can learn more about Christ and

get the chance to have the time of their life at the Outer

Banks Chi Alpha style. 

Chi Alpha members pose in front of their beach
house during XA Beach Week. 

http://www.jmuxa.com/


JMU CHI ALPHA
ANNOUNCES SUMMER
CHI ALPHA!
Students at James Madison University student
organizations have been on hold since the
beginning of the COVID-19 pandemic. The
university can be in-person during the fall
semester during the 2020-2021 school year.
This meant that student organizations could
meet with limited numbers of face masks
covering their nose and mouth and social
distance. Until the end of the spring semester,
JMU Chi Alpha has been meeting Tuesday nights
on East Campus and core groups, which is
Wednesday or Thursday nights where college
guys and college girls meet to fellowship with
one another and study the Word of God. JMU
Chi Alpha has followed JMU's COVID guidelines
with meetings.
Following the spring semester brought
graduation for the seniors of 2021, freshman
dorm room move-outs, and vacations either in
destinations or home for some students. Even
though several students in JMU Chi Alpha have
traveled elsewhere for the summer months,
students who are staying in Harrisonburg for
the summer have a chance to connect with the
XA community and live out their commitment to
God.
Summer XA consists of worship by singing
Christian songs and leading student discussion
on a specific theme in the bible to apply it to
their lives in college. JMU summer XA features
having time for music and hearing a powerful
message, and an opportunity to grow more in
the community by going to local places in
Harrisonburg, such as getting ice cream from
Kline's or going to Bennie's pizza. 

Students at JMU, no matter if they are Christian or

not, are invited to spend time with students this

summer for a chance to get involved in a unique

community on campus. Emily Bowles, president of

JMU Chi Alpha, states, "I am looking forward to

having space for this community to be together

over the summer and worship the Lord each

week." 

One student of JMU XA, Evie Smith, who is staying

for the summer, comments on Summer Chi Alpha,

"Maintaining community worshipping the Lord

brings us together in events spending our lives

together outside of school. I am excited that

students in our organization are willing to invest in

the XA community when classes and homework

are on hold."

JMU summer Chi Alpha will be held at the Magnolia

House on 272 West View Street in Harrisonburg

Tuesday nights starting at 7 p.m. 

Chi Alpha girl's core group poses together at last
Tuesday Night Live (TNL)



JMU CHI ALPHA OFF-
CAMPUS HOUSING FOR
FALL SEMESTER

In Harrisonburg, Virginia, off-campus housing is

everywhere. These houses are around campus to get the

chance to live out of the dorms and into life in

Harrisonburg. I live in the first Chi Alpha house, The

Magnolia, with my seven best girlfriends on West View

Street. There will be two more Chi Alpha houses coming

to life during the fall semester of the 2021-2022 school

year. One of the Chi Alpha houses will be about five

blocks from the main campus of JMU, which will be

another girl’s house. The other Chi Alpha house will be

on campus at JMU, the first-ever guy’s house. “We are

excited for Chi Alpha to be more involved in the

community with housing. It has been our dream to run a

college ministry like Chi Alpha here at JMU, and we are so

glad to see it coming alive.” Katie Moran, JMU XA campus

pastor, comments on the start of JMU housing in

Harrisonburg. 

Glennae Tennant comments on moving into the Magnolia

House for her sophomore year at JMU. “When I joined my

core group, I thought it was a great way to start getting

to know people and get involved with the Chi Alpha

organization, which led me to decide to move into the

Magnolia House on West View Street. It is a great way to

get closer to God by living with my sisters in Christ. When

you join a core group, one of the most important things

one can do to be an active and supportive member of Chi

Alpha, you never know you could be living with them!”. 

Living in the Magnolia House, there have been times that

my seven housemates and I will never forget during our

first year living there. There’s always something going on,

which means that our “quiet hours” are past 11:00 pm. If

one of our housemates has an assignment due, that

housemate will get the silent treatment until they were

done with their homework. When one of us says

Cinnabon Delights from Taco Bell, everyone comes

running. 

Movie nights in the basement are always a must,

especially if it’s a Harry Potter or Disney movie

marathon. Private dance parties every single day.

Each of us girls loves the same man, Jesus. Right

before we go to bed, we always say, “I love you. We

always go thrifting together because bank accounts

as a college student are always screaming at you.

Since each of us is best friends, we give constant

affirmations, reassurances, and pick-me-ups.

In the Magnolia House near downtown Harrisonburg,

Rianna Roach, now alumni of JMU, comments on her

living experience in a Chi Alpha house. “I wanted to

build close relationships with girls who had similar

interests and beliefs as me, and I was able to find my

college best friends. After that, I had the opportunity

to lead my core group featuring the girls whom I lived

with who will forever have an impact on my life in Chi

Alpha”.

Chi Alpha House members pose in front of the
Magnoila House.



JMU CHI ALPHA STAFF MEMBER MOVES
FROM THE BURG TO BOSTON!

Valerie Nelson, who graduated from James Madison University in 2020, made public that she would

be moving to Boston, Massachusetts, after giving a year to be on staff with Chi Alpha Christian

Fellowship. Valerie served as a member of Chi Alpha when she was a student during the 2019-2020

fall and spring semesters. Valerie did not plan when she graduated being a chemistry major, so she

stuck around in Harrisonburg. Chi Alpha has meant so much to Valerie during her two years of being

a member and working for XA. While she was working for Chi Alpha, Valerie stayed in the Chi Alpha

Magnolia House. Starting this summer, Valerie will be working for a gene-producing company and will

not leave her Chi Alpha roots behind her while working for Chi Alpha at Boston University. 

Valerie Nelson (left), poses with roommate Taylor
Gibson (right) before Valerie left for Boston, MA. 


